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Perspective
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Today, I want to introduce the
English word “perspective”, as |
think it is particularly relevant
to modern life and the way we
see ourselves. The word
“perspective” is originally from
look

e

through something™ or to “see

Latin and means “to
clearly”.  You can  have
perspective, gain perspective, or
even
someone “has perspective” then
it means that person has a
reasonable and fair viewpoint
on life. If they are said to “lack

perspective” then often they
obsess over some  small,
seemingly important but

=T 4 CH - TN KA,
Hiddofefics b shd 2 iz,

WiL, FORMWBHKE~D AT v 7o HEVIEY

lack  perspective. 1f

Alun Roger

) IZonWT, o ThOY—7 4 TOERK

FIoE R A>Tz 2 &
ZOFfF, PIEHF O perspective DK

ORI

WEHOEY L,

ultimately inconsequential,
aspect of life.

[ want to illustrate this idea of
“perspective” with a short story
about my hobby - surfing.
About 12 years ago I used to
live in Chiba. Chiba is quite
famous for good surfing and the
waves there can get big. One
day my Australian colleague
called me on the phone and said
“G’day mate, there is a typhoon
coming so the waves are going
We should go

surfing”. Not wanting to seem

to be great.

scared I packed up my Kkit,
jumped on the train to the east

coast and stayed with my



friends overnight as the typhoon
clattered around us.

The next day was clear, bright
and sunny. We drove down the
coast to our favorite beach.
When we got to the parking

area there were already a lot of

surfers moving around excitedly.

The waves were a perfect size.
We got our wetsuits on, grabbed
our surfboards and got in the
ocean!

For about an hour I had a great
time surfing many waves, but I
was getting tired. My Australian
friend, who was a much better
surfer than me, looked totally
fine and was catching some
beautiful waves. Not wanting to
be outdone by him, and not
wanting to admit he was fitter
or just a better surfer, I stayed in
the water too. This is where I
lacked perspective. The waves
got bigger, and bigger, and
angry
looking, dark walls of water. |

bigger. Huge, heavy,

was out in the ocean in waves

that were beyond my capability.
Despite my fear, I waited for
one of the “smaller” giants,
turned and paddled into the
beach. The wave picked me up
like a

forwards. I stood up and looked

toy and hurled me

down this giant wall of water,

which  was now the only
possible direction I could go.
“This is going to be bad...” |
thought. I sped off down the
slab of water, racing to the
bottom, so fast that I lost control
and fell. I hit the water hard and
bounced like a stone being
skipped across a pond. Thump!
[ felt my ribs crack and a sharp
pain in my side. Then a great
froth of crumbling wave came
crashing down upon my head,
driving me deep under the
ocean. The ocean was holding
me down and twisting my body
in all directions. I remember it
being cold and dark, the noise
of the boiling ocean was like the

sound of a jet engine rushing in



my ears. The water twisting and
body

directions, so that I couldn’t tell

contorting my in all
up from down, or left from right.
And I was desperate to breathe,
how many seconds has this been
now? Six? Seven? Won’'t the
wave release me yet? I can’t
breathe! |

frantically began to claw at the

must get out! I
water around me, desperate to
feel the surface and clean air.
My burning lungs, starved of air
began to open and I felt the
seawater enter my nose and my
throat, ““oh, this is the end then”
[ thought. Just at that Ilast
moment the ocean decided to let

go of me and I broke the surface,

gasping and spluttering
seawater from my lungs. | was
alive!

So, I survived a traumatic

experience, but what does this

have to do with “perspective™?

(Vv yy—

[ want you to think about how
you measure your worth or
successes in life. A great many
of us tend to measure this by
comparing ourselves with others.
I nearly drowned because I
wanted to be as good as my
friend or, perhaps, I didn’t want
to admit he was better than me.
[ wanted to compare myself
with him when I knew I wasn’t
as experienced, and the ocean is
a dangerous place. So instead of
thinking “Bah, Julian is staying
out in the big waves, why is he
better than me!?” a better (and
safer!) perspective for me on
that day would have been “Alun,
today you have surfed the
biggest waves of your life so far,
that’s a step forward™.

In short, I want to present you
with a new perspective on life: -

Compare yourself to who YOU

were YESTERDAY.

SMEGEFEMEAEZ  2019.6.20)
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