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Japanese Linguistics 1 - 2

Spring and Fall 2 Credits each Kajikawa Katsuya

Japanese Linguistics | examines how the Japanese language is formed and what characteristics it has

from an external perspective, by comparing Japanese with other languages of the world.

Japanese Linguistics Il approaches Japanese from an internal perspective, focusing on both its
structure and use. In the first half of the course, topics include the grammatical structure of modern
Japanese, particles, honorific systems, and semantic change. In the second half, the course addresses
pragmatic and social features of Japanese, such as onomatopoeia, role language, and kinship terms, and
also examines Japanese expressions found in manga and other media to explore the relationship between

language and culture.




While Japanese Linguistics | takes an external view, Japanese Linguistics Il explores the internal structure
and cultural use of Japanese. This course offers advanced content for students interested in Japanese
language education, Japanese culture, and communication studies, and aims to provide a multifaceted

understanding of contemporary Japanese.

Please note that this course includes frequent group discussions and presentations; therefore, a sufficient

level of Japanese language proficiency is required.

Contents: (Spring) 1. History of the Japanese Language

2. Japanese in Linguistic Typology

3. Morphological Features of Japanese

(Fall) 1. Fundamentals of Japanese Grammar

2. Modern Japanese

3. Various Aspects of the Japanese Language
Textbooks: No textbook will be used.
Language of Instruction: Japanese
Grading: Post-class assignments (after each class): 70%

Class participation: 30%



