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Japanese Economy

Spring and Fall 2 Credits each Abe Taro

The Japanese economy has achieved a dramatic recovery and joined the OECD following its defeat in 1945
However, it has suffered from stagnation since the collapse of the Bubble Economy in the early 1990s
Unfortunately, it was affected by the global financial crisis in 2008, the Tohoku Earthquake in 2011, and the
Covid-19 shock since 2020. In this course, we will obtain a rough picture about the history and the present
situation in Japan

* There is a possibility that the contents of this class might be modified

Contents:

1-2 Introductions

3-4 Recovery Era

5-6 High-Speed Growth Era
7-8 Stable-Growth Era

9-10 Long-Stagnation Era

11-12 The Present Situation

Textbooks: Handouts and PowerPoint slides will be distributed to participants as necessary
References: Tsuru, S., Japan’ s Capitalism, Cambridge University Press, 1993

Language of Instruction: primarily English, with Japanese as support

Grading: Class participation (attendance and class discussion): 60%

Term paper or a presentation on the Japanese economy and society: 40%



