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Intercultural Communication

Spring and Fall 2 Credits each Yokogawa Mina

In today’s world, advances in transportation and the internet have greatly increased opportunities for
people from different countries and regions to interact. In such situations, the ability to communicate
effectively with individuals who hold different perspectives and values has become increasingly important.
Developing the capacity to understand other cultures and engage with people from diverse backgrounds
is therefore an essential skill for living in contemporary society.

This course introduces fundamental concepts of intercultural communication and encourages students to
reflect on their own everyday communication practices. Through this process, students will explore how
they can deepen their understanding of cultural differences and develop their own approaches to
intercultural communication.

Contents
. Orientation / The significance of studying intercultural understanding
What is culture? (Visible and invisible aspects of culture)
What is culture? (Characteristics of culture)
Intercultural adaptation
Becoming aware of the existence of different cultures
Quiz 1 / Understanding how we perceive other cultures
Discrimination and intercultural understanding
Values around the world
. Intercultural acceptance
10. Nonverbal communication
11. Assertive communication
12. Quiz 2 / Preparation for final presentations
13. Final presentations
14. Course reflection
(There are 14 for the spring semester and 13 for the fall semester.)
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[Textbooks] Course materials will be provided by the instructor.
(Reference: Harasawa, Itsuo. Introduction to Intercultural Understanding.)
[Language] Japanese
[Grading] Final Presentation 30%, Homework (Reflection Sheets) 30%, Quizzes 20%, Class Participation
20%



