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Seminar on Japanese Studies 2---Japanese Buddhist Art---

Spring 2 Credits Naoko Frances Hioki

COURSE GOALS

The purpose of this seminar is to assist students in developing a comprehensive knowledge on Buddhist
iconography along with teachings of some representative schools of Japanese Buddhism. By taking this course
students will be able to understand the meaning of Buddhist icons (paintings, statues and other forms) and
appreciate a Japanese temple in its entity

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This seminar draws upon the book, Behold the Buddha by James C. Dobbins, and explores the world of Japanese
Buddhist images in three parts: the first part presents an overview of academic theories about the beginning
of Buddha images and surveys basic Buddhist symbols. The second part deals with three categories of sacred
images in Japanese Buddhism. The third part explores the meaning of Buddha images in their sacred spaces and
rituals, and also considers various forms of Japanese Buddhist arts other than statues and paintings. There
will be a quiz and reading assignment (reading report) at the end of each part

CONTENTS

1. Orientation: Lecture Contents and Evaluation Methods
2. Overview of Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism

3. Who is Buddha?: Introduction to Buddhist Icons

4. Image as Sacred Story

5. Buddhist Symbolism

6. Summary of Part I (Quiz and Reading Assignment 1)

7. Nyorai: Fully Enlightened Buddhas

8. Kannon: Boddhisattvas

9. Mythic Buddhist Figures

10. Summary of Part II (Quiz and Reading Assignment 2)
11. Buddhist Icons as Living Entities

12. Beyond the Buddha Image

13. Experience of Buddhist Art: Museums vs Temples

14. Summary of Part III (Quiz and Reading Assignment 3)

TEAGHING MATERIALS

Textbook: James C. Dobbins, Behol/d the Buddha: Religious Meaning of Japanese Buddhist I[Icons (Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 2020)

Reading materials will be distributed in print format

GRADING
Reading Reports 45%; Quizzes 40%; Attendance and participation 15%

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION
English



