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Seminar on Japanese Studies

Fall 2 Credits Miyasaka Kiyoshi

COURSE GOALS
In this course, students will acquire a way of thinking that traces the underlying veins of Japanese customs
and folklore, and understand the ancient state of Japanese culture

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Japanese Folklore is a field of study to research customs, vernacular traditions, and other activities that
have been handed down by people up to the present day. We will trace back from the present to the past and
visiting the ancient past. In this course, we will examine throughout the lectures the nature of the
“negotiation between gods, nature, and humans” in ancient Japan, particularly following the speculations of
folklorist Ken—-ichi Tanigawa

CONTENTS

1. Orientation: Lecture contents and evaluation methods

2. Basics of Japanese Folklore (1): Yanagita Kunio and Folklore

3. Basics of Japanese Folklore (2): Folklore perspective

4. The Worldview of the Ancients (1): “Time” in ancient period

5. The Worldview of the Ancients (2): The beginning of the world

6. The Worldview of the Ancients (3): The Present World and the Other World
7. The Worldview of the Ancients (4): Visiting Deities from the Otherwor|d
8. Watching Folklore : Documentary appreciation

9. The Worldview of the Ancients (5): Rebirth

10. Japanese deities (1): Animism

11. Japanese deities (2): Wise or formidable beings
12. Japanese deities (2): Worship of white birds

TEAGHING MATERIALS
Handouts, slide films, video, etc

GRADING
Final report 40%; In-lecture papers 40%; Attendance and participation 20%

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION
Primarily Japanese, with some English



