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Natural Environment of Japan

Spring Semester 2 credits Taizo KUDO

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course will deepen students’ understanding of the environmental and energy issues in Japan and around
the world, and discuss what we can do as global citizens to achieve a sustainable society

COURSE DESCRIPTION

While Japan is blessed with a rich natural environment due to its geographical location, it has also faced
many environmental problems such as earthquakes, tsunamis, massive energy consumption, and waste. These
problems are more or less related to the rest of the world, which is also facing various environmental problems.
In this lecture, we will look at some of the environmental and energy problems that we are facing, taking into
account the geographical conditions in which Japan is situated, and examine how we should act in response to
these problems

CONTENTS

Orientation: lecture content and evaluation methods
Topography and climate of Japan

Understanding earthquakes and tsunamis
Countermeasures against earthquakes and tsunamis
The four major pollutions in Japan

Energy situation in Japan

Renewable energy

Understanding the plastic problem

9. Countermeasures against plastic problems

10. Global warming and climate change

11. Water and sanitation

12. Ensuring clean water and sanitation

13. Recognizing the differences in environmental and energy issues in Japan and the world
14. Reflection

© NN~

COURSE MATERIALS
No textbooks will be used in this course
References will be presented in lectures

GRADING
Final essay: 40% / In-class assignments: 509% / Participation: 10% ( “(either in English or in Japanese)”
deleted)

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION
Mainly English, with some Japanese
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Natural Environment of Japan

Fall Semester 2 credits Taizo KUDO

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course will deepen students’ understanding of the environmental and energy issues in Japan and around
the world, and discuss what we can do as global citizens to achieve a sustainable society.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

While Japan is blessed with a rich natural environment due to its geographical location, it has also faced
many environmental problems such as earthquakes, tsunamis, massive energy consumption, and waste. These
problems are more or less related to the rest of the world, which is also facing various environmental problems.
In this lecture, we will look at some of the environmental and energy problems that we are facing, taking into
account the geographical conditions in which Japan is situated, and examine how we should act in response to
these problems

CONTENTS

Orientation: lecture content and evaluation methods
Topography and climate of Japan

Understanding earthquakes and tsunamis
Countermeasures against earthquakes and tsunamis
The four major pollutions in Japan

Energy situation in Japan

Renewable energy

Understanding the plastic problem

9. Countermeasures against plastic problems

10. Global warming and climate change

11. Water and sanitation

12. Ensuring clean water and sanitation

13. Reflection
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COURSE MATERIALS
No textbooks will be used in this course
References will be presented in lectures

GRADING
Final essay: 40% / In-class assignments: 509% / Participation: 10% ( “(either in English or in Japanese)”
deleted)

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION
Mainly English, with some Japanese



