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Japanese Linguistics 1 - 2

Spring and Fall 2 Credits each Imani Ikumi

In this course, some linguistic aspects of Japanese will be discussed. The main purpose of this course is to develop the
skill to analyze various aspects of natural languages through the study of Japanese. Students are required to participate
actively in the class. In the spring term, the Japanese language in the ancient and medieval periods will be surveyed. Kanji
and various characters / letters in the world also will be studied. In the fall term, the sounds of the medieval Japanese and
the mechanisms of the modern Japanese will be studied.

In the end of the spring / fall term, IJS students will be requested to give presentations on specific issues of Japanese
linguistics. When the IJS students collect Japanese data and make PowerPoint files for their presentations, non-IJS students
will assist them.

Contents: (Spring) 1. Ancient Japanese language: its early period and the background
2. Languages of the World
3. Japanese in the medieval period
(Fall) 1. Japanese in the medieval period
2. Modern Japanese
3. Current issues in the Japanese linguistic study
Textbooks: No textbook will be used.
Language of Instruction: Japanese
Grading: participation 40%, oral exam 60%



