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(A) (1) The Japanese-style hibachi has long been used to warm hands by the local people
in North America.
) There was no Japanese-style hibachi in North America when the word “hibachi”
entered English,
@ In North America, the word “hibachi” has been used in various ways, such as to
refer to a traditional Japanese hibachi, a small portable grill, and so on.
@) In North America, the word “hibachi” has long been used to mean something
different from the Japanese-style hibachi since it started to be used there,

(B) @
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The Oxford English Dictionary, the | v widely i as the definitive
record of the English language, added 23 Japanese borrowings to its 300,000 words and phrases,
Most were culture-related nouns, especially in food (“tonkotsu,” “onigiri”), along with “kintsug,”
“omotenashi” and “washi tape.”

“Hibachi” got an II' as well. Though it was first added in 1933 as a «-charcoal brazier for
warming hands or boiling water for tea, coNerth Americans have been using it for just as long 1o
mean something else. In English, the word can corefer to a small portable barbecue, as well as to
restaurants where someone cooks on a hot plate El by diners {what's called “teppanya n
Japan), as popularized by New York's Benihana, which features a (ogoofy chef who does tricks,
including tossing ILI directly into people’s mouths.

(Japanese uses “teppan” for the higger, hotter plate seen in restaurants, while the «=kind people
use at home that often runs on induction is called, naturally, "hotto puréta.”)

“Language has (-gquirks like that,” says Danica Salazar, lexicographer and executive editor for
world Englishes at the OED. “Things happen to words as they travel from one language to | 4
and thata perfectly normal.”

She points to the ease of reborrowings, also called boomerang words, which are words that pass
from one language to tl or, and then back again. The Japanese “anime” is short for "animeshon,”
which, of course, cam the English for “animation,” but has since recentered English with a
more specific meaning. The same (ogoes for “cosplay,” or “kosupure,” originally a combination of

“play” from English, which was added to the OED in 2008,

" which cogtands for “no good,” is used liberally in Japan but is, o an American English
© “not a thing” as they might say But emaji sets, having E in Japan. still retain a
number of Japanese specific concepts. So “NG” has its own emoji, right above “OK" on the 105
keyboard.

These examplea are from the interplay of two languages — what about 7 "‘ “Bukinshippu,”
a word made in Japan based on “skin” and “relationship” to mean pb {as in, bet:

a parent and child or friends) was later borrowed into Korean (seukinsip™), Tt now also includes the
meaning of PDA (public displays uf al‘fr-ctlcml and can be uaod by fan5 when gossiping about
celebrities. 1nWith the ri

“The centers of English have mostly been considered to be the UK, and ]au‘-r on the 115, and
any shills in vocabulary have to start from there and then spread out o oithe rest of the English-
speaking world,” says Salazar. But now trends starting in Asian countries spread | 8 | the
continent first, before the West catches on, she says. “Now even countries like Japan and South
Korea ean have a certain degree of | 9 | in English.”

How much one language affecta another isn't necessarily a reflection of a country’s global hard
or soft power: rather it reflects the iexposure of its speakers to that of the other. That's |10 | ene
of the earliest uses of Japanese words in English only comes in 1577, from a collection of travel
writings in the “West and East Indies,” and why i contributions are relatively few and
recent, with 552 loanwords in English. Compare that with the 25,000 borrowings from French, most
of which came into English following the Norman Congquest of 1066,

The unexpected ways in which Japanese words ‘make it' into English, The Japan Times, April 18, 2024
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23 W How many loanwords from Japanese d English have?
) Stop borrowing foreign words: pursuing the authenticity of English

@ Comparison between Japanese and Freneh loanwords
@ What happens when a Japanese word is “borrowed” into English?
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