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Imagine a world where you can make anything you want—castles, farms, houses, roller coasters,
even works of art. That’s the idea behind Minecraft, a game where everything is made simple
square blocks. You can take the blocks apart, (-)place them where you like, and combine them to form
amazing things. Whether you’re building by yourself or with friends, your creations (() stay in the
world until you decide to change them. wThe products of your imagination are the most important

part of the game.

Minecraft @originated as a small personal project. In 2009, a Swedish computer programmer
created the first version in his apartment in Stockholm. Working alone, he came up with the basic
structure of the game in just a short time. As a child, he had hours exploring forests and
enjoying nature, and those memories (»)shaped the game’s open and natural feel. Minecraft’s blocky,
square-shaped visuals were originally due to time and resource (-)limitations. That rough style
became one of its most recognizable features, though, and the basic look of the game ended up
becoming part of its charm. Players reportedly liked it the game didn’t try to look realistic or
follow the usual rules of video game design.

In 2014, just five years after it launched, it had become so popular that a major technology
company in the U.S. bought the game for $2.5 billion. Since then, the sales numbers have been
extraordinary. By 2023, Minecraft had ¢»reached over 300 million copies sold. This accomplishment
put it near the top of the all-time best-selling video games list. Only Tetris and Super Mario Bros.
have sold more. @)Players around the world have used the game to make everything from detailed

models of well-known places in the real world to entire fantasy cities. Experts wmexpect that a recent
movie based on the game will increase its popularity even more.

Its blocky appearance and sales numbers are not the most interesting part of Minecraft’s story.
The game offers players a creative experience, and that seems to have been the secret to its success.
It ©invites players to build, experiment, and shape their own adventures in ways few other games
allow. In contrast to games that focus on visuals or competitive play, it provides open space to play
however you want. It doesn’t give you a mission or tell you what to do. Instead, it encourages you to
have your own experience of the game.

It might be more accurate to call Minecraft a creative space rather than a game. Some people say
it feels like being a kid again, playing with blocks on your bedroom floor, that the building
material is digital now, and the world of the game can be as big as players want it to be. In other
words, unlike many games filled with complex systems or fast-paced action, Minecraft gives players
opportunities to explore, experiment, and change the game’s environment. (¢ For many players, it’s a

space they return to again and again, almost like a second home, complete with a bed to sleep in at

night!

The development of Minecraft shows that a simple idea can grow something that touches
millions of lives. These days, when everything feels like it is moving so much faster, it seems that
Minecraft is reminding us to @pause, take a seat, use our imagination, and find joy in making
something original.
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(a) originate

12 | (b) expect

(c) invite
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to be created or invented by someone

to make money from work you do

to ask someone to do something

to take a break before doing something else
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to believe something will happen
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(A) @ In Minecraft, everything you build is lost when you turn the game off.
@ In Minecraft, the player who produces the most square blocks wins the game.
@ Minecraft is mainly about ideas you express in digital form.
@ The most important thing in Minecraft is to follow the building instructions.
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(1) The most interesting part of Minecraft is that

(2) From the development of Minecraft, we can see that

(D it has a strange appearance that causes many people to dislike it
@ it is more popular than any other game that has ever been created
@ it lets you play the game your own way using your imagination

@ it makes a lot of money for the companies that created the game

(D creating something new is simple if we study hard instead of playing games

@ if you can’t quickly win a game, you should stop and try a different one

@ even though it is fun to play games all day, it is a waste of time

@ the simple game is encouraging lots of people to take time to enjoy creating things
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(D Minecraft: A Popular Movie

@ More Than Just A Game: Minecraft and Imagination
@ Tips for Improving Your Minecraft Score

@ Winners and Losers in Minecraft
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